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WALK A MILE IN HER SHOES 2 FOR THE ROAD
The Eastern softball team will be on 
the road this weekend against 
Jacksonville State and Tennessee 
Tech .
PAGE  8
SACIS will host the fourth annual Walk a 
Mile in Her shoes Sunday in support of 
sexual assault survivors.
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FILE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Eastern study abroad students dance in the mud during a past Holi festival in the Library Quad. Holi is a Hindu 
spring celebration that is often called “The Festival of Colors.”
Goals, page 3
By Analicia Haynes
Online Editor | @DEN_News
As a way to raise awareness for and 
celebrate the voices of LGBTQA+ 
individuals, EIU Pride will host “Day of 
Silence” and “Night of Noise.” 
The Eastern community can 
participate in the nationwide Day of 
Silence all day Friday. The Night of 
Noise will be from 7 to 10 p.m. Friday at 
Campus Pond.
Alex Woolley, the social chair for EIU 
Pride, said Night of Noise is intended to 
be a space where LGBTQA+ people can 
come together and not “forget” about all 
the constant harassment, violence and 
abuse that is a reality for LGBTQA+ 
individuals. 
Rather, it is a way to come together 
and celebrate what achievements have 
been made within the community and 
the fact that they have made it here.
“We know that queer and trans 
people have to deal with so much death, 
harassment and violence and abuse,” 
Woolley said. “Night of Noise is a party/
celebration to uplift queer and trans voices 
and people who are still here and to come 
together and celebrate each other and 
those who came before us and those who 
will come after us.”
There will be a bonfire, music and food 
for those in attendance.
“Honestly just have a kiki and have 
fun; queer and trans people really need it,” 
Woolley said. “We’ll have a bonfire with 
music and food and good times.”
The Day of Silence is intended to raise 
awareness and pay respect for LGBTQA+ 
people who have lost their lives to suicide, 
harassment and violence.
According to the website for the 
organization GLSEN, “Students from 
middle school to college take a vow of 
silence in an effort to encourage schools 
and classmates to address the problem 
of anti-LGBTQ behavior by illustrating 
the silencing effect of bullying and 
harassment on LGBTQ students and 
those perceived to be LGBTQ.” 
The website says Day of Silence is a 
“student-led national event organized in 
thousands of schools, bringing awareness 
to the silencing effects of anti-LGBTQ 
name-calling, bullying and harassment in 
schools.” 
Twirl the fire and flames Pride to celebrate 
LGBTQA+ community
OLIVIA SWENSON-HULTZ | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Nicola Colucy, a senior kinesiology and sports studies major twirls a fiery baton in front of Old Main. She 
started twirling in junior high and then incorporated fire into her routine in high school. She currently twirls 
for The Panther Marching Band.
Asian studies 
to offer cultural 
food, field 
trip, Holi this 
weekend
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The Asian studies department 
is  offering a variety of cultural 
activities this weekend to celebrate 
Asian Heritage Month. 
Students  wi l l  have  a  chance 
to make their own world culture 
food 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. Friday at 
the  Chr i s t i an  Campus  House . 
Attendees can make and taste new 
food from around the world.
An Asian studies field trip to 
various museums in Champaign 
a n d  t h e  Ja p a n  Ho u s e  a t  t h e 
University of Illinois at Urbana-
C h a m p a i g n  c a m p u s  w i l l  b e 
Saturday. 
J i n h e e  L e e ,  c o o rd i n a t o r  o f 
Asian studies and Asian Heritage 
M o n t h ,  s a i d  t h e  g r o u p  o f 
students will likely eat at an Asian 
restaurant as well.
The traditional Hindu spring 
festival of colors,  Holi,  wil l  be 
celebrated noon to 2 p.m. in the 
Booth Library quad. 
The fes t iva l  i s  ce lebrated in 
India and Nepal in honor of the 
arrival of spring and a way to say 
goodbye to winter. 
The colorful tradition has made 
its  way to parts  of  Europe and 
North America. 
On  one  o f  t h e  d ay s  o f  t h e 
festival, people gather to throw 
colorful powder and water on each 
other, which will  be happening 
Saturday.
To  a t t end  the  f i e l d  t r i p  t o 
C h a m p a i g n  S a t u r d a y,  t h o s e 
students interested can email Dr. 
Lee at jlee@eiu.edu for details.
The News can be reached at 
581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
A weekend of culture and color 
Learning Goals delays 
proposed changes
Pride, page 3
By Chrissy Miller
Administration Reporter | @DEN_News
The Learning Goals commit-
tee discussed how their proposed 
changes were received by the dif-
ferent  depar tments  i t  present-
ed the changes to in its meeting 
Thursday afternoon.
Karla Sanders, executive direc-
tor for academic support and as-
sessment center, said after present-
ing the document to all the de-
partments involved, the changes 
have been minimal. 
Local weather
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Lawmakers ponder proposal to 
legalize recreational marijuana 
CHICAGO (AP) — The head 
of Colorado's Department of Rev-
enue has spoken to Illinois legisla-
tors considering a proposal to le-
galize marijuana in the state.
The department's executive di-
rector, Barbara Brohl, told law-
makers during a hearing Wednes-
day that she believes the legal mar-
ket for marijuana is eating into 
the black market, funding drug 
abuse treatment and prevention, 
and providing a safer product, The 
Chicago Tribune reported.
Proposed legislation in Illinois 
would allow possession of up to 
an ounce of pot by people who are 
at least 21 years old. Smoking in 
public would be prohibited, and 
driving under the influence would 
remain illegal.
Sponsors of the plan said the 
measure won't get a vote this leg-
islative season, but they're begin-
ning a series of hearings on how to 
craft a potential law.
"Prohibi t ion doesn' t  work," 
said Sen. Heather Steans, a Chica-
go Democrat.
Steans said taxing and regulat-
ing pot would create jobs and gen-
erate an estimated $350 million 
to $700 million a year in tax reve-
nues for debt-ridden Illinois.
Brohl said that in Colorado, the 
roughly $200 million in tax rev-
enue from more than $1 billion 
in sales last year also provides $40 
million for schools.
The hearing generated criticism 
by some opponents, including po-
lice chiefs, who weren't permitted 
to testify.
"I don't know why they didn't 
reach out before this and ask us 
for our opinion and see if there's 
some compromise," said Riverside 
Police Phief  Tom Weitzel ,  who 
represented the Illinois Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police, which op-
poses the measure. "Our officers 
are the ones doing the enforce-
ment."
WASHINGTON (AP) — Eager 
for a victory, the White House ex-
pressed confidence Thursday that a 
breakthrough on the mired Republi-
can health care bill could emerge in 
the House next week. The chamber's 
GOP leaders, burned by a March de-
bacle on the measure, were dubious 
and signs were scant that an emerg-
ing plan was gaining enough votes to 
succeed.
During a White House news con-
ference, Trump said progress was be-
ing made on a "great plan" for over-
hauling the nation's health care sys-
tem, though he provided no details.
The White House optimism is driv-
en largely by a deal brokered by lead-
ers of the conservative Freedom Cau-
cus and the moderate Tuesday Group 
aimed at giving states more flexibili-
ty to pull out of "Obamacare" provi-
sions. A senior White House official 
acknowledged that it was unclear how 
many votes Republicans had, but said 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
has told the White House that a vote 
could come together quickly.
Yet GOP lawmakers and aides 
to party leaders, conservatives and 
moderates alike were skeptical that 
the House would vote next week on 
the health legislation. They cited the 
higher priority of passing a spending 
bill within days to avert a government 
shutdown, uncertainty over details of 
the developing health agreement and 
a need to sell it to lawmakers.
Trump said he planned to get 
"both" a health care deal and a spend-
ing bill.
White house showing confidence
in revised health care repacement
PARIS  (AP)  — An a t t acker 
with an automatic weapon opened 
f i re  on pol ice  on Par i s '  iconic 
Champs-Elysees Thursday night, 
killing one officer and seriously 
wounding two others before po-
lice shot and killed him. The Is-
lamic State group quickly claimed 
responsibility for the attack.
Paris police spokeswoman Jo-
hanna Primevert told The Associ-
ated Press that the attacker target-
ed officers guarding the area near 
the Franklin Roosevelt  subway 
station at the center of the spar-
kling shopping boulevard popular 
with tourists. She said he appeared 
to be acting alone.
Police and soldiers sealed off 
the area, ordering tourists back 
into hotels and blocking people 
from approaching the scene.
ISIS takes credit for Paris attack
Despite their best efforts, Educa-
tion Secretary Betsy DeVos and the 
head of a national teachers union 
could not bury their differences as 
they toured public schools in Ohio.
The  s choo l  v i s i t  c ame  j u s t 
months after American Federation 
of Teachers President Randi Wein-
garten fiercely opposed the nomi-
nation of DeVos, a longtime advo-
cate of charter and private schools. 
In the past Weingarten has accused 
DeVos of feeling "antipathy for 
public schools."
During the visit to schools in 
Van Wert, a town in northwest-
ern Ohio,  Weingarten said the 
two women have earned a reputa-
tion of "combatants" but that find-
ing common ground is crucial for 
the sake of students. Still, Wein-
garten stood somber-faced and De-
Vos wore a forced smile at a closing 
news conference.
DeVoss, teacher's 
union still at odds
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — A 
15-year-old Tennessee girl was rescued 
near a cabin in a remote part of north-
ern California on Thursday, more than 
a month after her 50-year-old teacher 
kidnapped her and set off a nationwide 
manhunt, authorities said.
Health sciences teacher Tad Cummins 
surrendered to sheriff's deputies without 
incident in Cecilville, California, hours 
after they had set up surveillance on his 
vehicle in the area, the Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation said. The girl was appar-
ently healthy and unharmed, and au-
thorities said their main concern was her 
emotional and mental state.
Cummins faces state charges of aggra-
vated kidnapping and sexual contact with 
a minor as well as a federal charge of tak-
ing a minor across state lines to have sex. 
If convicted of the federal charge, he faces 
at least 10 years in prison, acting U.S. At-
torney Jack Smith said.
Missing girl found, 
teacher arrested in 
California
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8" SUB SANDWICHES
#1 PEPE®
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese,
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)
#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)
#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
The original (Sprouts* optional)
#5 VITO® 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)
#6 THE VEGGIE
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional)
J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks)
#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers)
#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)
#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
An American classic!
#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional)
#16 CLUB LULU®
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!)
All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way!
GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette.
THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.
ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we're not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that's all! I wanted to 
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she thinks, freaky fast 
is where it's at. I hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace!
JJ UNWICH®
Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce
slim 1 Ham & cheese
slim 2 Roast beef
slim 3 Tuna salad
slim 4 Turkey breast
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
slim 6 Double provolone
Soda Pop
Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle
Extra load of meat
Extra cheese or extra avocado spread
★
★
★
★
★
★ sides ★
freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber,
hot peppers, dijon, Jimmy Mustard, yellow mustard, 
oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts*
th
e
or
igi
na
l
JJ
’S
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM
*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY, CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, AND PERSONS WITH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014  JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC   ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®
Sprouts*
optional
DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge.
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
★ MINI JIMM
YS ★
★ BOX LUNC
HES ★
★ PARTY PL
ATTERS ★
(BOXES O
F HALF S
ANDWICHE
S)
WE PREFE
R 24 HOU
R NOTICE
, 
BUT IF YO
U CALL, W
E’LL DO W
HAT 
WE CAN T
O MAKE I
T HAPPEN
!
WHERE THERE’S CHOICE, 
THERE’S HOPE.
Appointments are available this week. 
Most women need only one visit. 
Ask for student discount.
Abortion Care Up to 24 Weeks
618-451-5722 | HOPECLINIC.COM
O
S
C
Staff Report | @DEN_News
The fourth annual Walk a Mile 
in Her Shoes wil l  take place 2 
p.m. Sunday at Morton Park.
“Part ic ipants  of  a l l  ages  and 
genders are invited to don high 
heels  (or wear the comfortable 
shoes of their choice) in symbolic 
support of women survivors of 
s exua l  abuse ,”  accord ing  to  a 
press  re lease by Sexual  Assault 
C o u n s e l i n g  a n d  In f o r m a t i o n 
Service, who will host the event.
Part ic ipants  may bring their 
own shoes or choose from several 
pairs of pump shoes available. 
Registration will begin at 1 p.m. 
at Morton Park, or participants 
may register online at sacis.org 
or by calling the SACIS office at 
217-348-5033.
The fee for registration is $10 
for students and seniors and $20 
for general admission. Children 6 
and under can walk for free.
A w a r d s  w i l l  b e  g i v e n 
i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a l k , 
including awards for Best Legs, 
M o s t  C r e a t i v e  S h o e s ,  M o s t 
Captivating Walk Poster,  Most 
Money Raised (Individual  and 
Organization), and Most Spirit.
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes is 
an international  event to raise 
awareness  about sexual  assault 
prevention.
A l l  p r o c e e d s  w i l l  s u p p o r t 
c o u n s e l i n g  a n d  a d vo c a c y  f o r 
survivors, as well as prevention 
and education.
The News staff can be reached at 
581-2812 or
 dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
FILE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Participants of last year’s Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event march down 
Lincoln Avenue.
Wool ley  sa id  people  do  not 
speak  a l l  day  long  because  i t 
represents the voices that have 
been silenced.
 “It is something any student, 
faculty member or  anyone can 
participate in to raise awareness 
and pay respect,” Woolley said. “It 
is also a way to disrupt within a 
community to show people who 
may not be concerned with the 
rates of death of queer and trans 
people that it could be any of us 
who are silenced.”
Wool l ey  s a id  no  s i gn  up  i s 
required for the Day of Silence 
because it is a personal choice to 
participate in solidarity. 
They said the goal is to really 
spread awareness, pay respect and 
“in a way stil l  uplift the voices 
and lives of those no longer with 
us.”
Analicia Haynes can be reached at 
581-2812 or achaynes@eiu.edu.
»Pride
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Annual SACIS walk to support 
survivors of sexual assault
»Goals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Not a whole lot has been changed. 
We have made this public in a vari-
ety of settings for a number of years,” 
Sanders said. “So when I went around 
to the various colleges and faculty sen-
ate, it was not a surprise to anyone.”
Sanders said changes include 
changing the timeline for completing 
the project.
“If we do the foundation cours-
es next year and just push everything 
back essentially a semester, that means 
that the Arts and Humanities cours-
es, which would be the first ones up, 
would start Fall 2018,” Sanders said. 
“So it would be the next academic 
year.”
Sanders said general education was 
facing more problems than just the 
ones being addressed in the commit-
tee’s proposal.
“I do miss the days when I was 
begging people for seats as opposed 
to calling in the summer saying, 
‘Do you want to cancel any of these 
classes?’” Sanders said. “I think we 
do need to think about downsizing 
some of our committees. It doesn’t 
mean they don’t have specific things 
each of them needs to do, but may-
be they don’t all have to be 11, 12, 13, 
14 people.”
Learning Goals committee member 
Misty Rhoads said filling committee 
positions may be a challenge.
“I’m just interested to see who is 
going to fill these positions. If you 
can’t fill Faculty Senate, you can’t fill 
CAA, the longstanding things, I don’t 
know how you are going to get peo-
ple to fill this position,” Rhoads said.
Rebecca Throneburg said having 
separate learning goal committees 
may not be possible at this time. 
“Do we kind of need them? Yeah,” 
Throneburg said. “Are we going to 
have them? Probably not.”
Throneburg said not having the 
learning goal committees would put a 
strain on other CAA committees. 
“Probably what we are going to 
have to do is just not convene the 
learning goal committees and make 
sure the understanding is the gen ed 
committee is going to have to pick 
up that slack of providing resources,” 
Throneburg said. “Instead of having a 
leader with a committee behind you, 
the leader is going to have to be doing 
most of the leg work.” 
Stacey Ruholl said if things start 
to shift in a more positive direction, 
these changes may not be necessary.
“This is our HLC project,” Ruholl 
said. “We do have a couple of years 
(until committee changes need to be 
made).”
Following the learning goals com-
mittee meeting, CAA tabled the pro-
posal for a new engineering technol-
ogy major, due to debates of what 
courses should be required in the ma-
jor.
This is because the proposed major 
is currently based on the standards of 
the Accrediting Board for Engineering 
and Technology, which differ from 
the standards of Association of Tech-
nology Management and Applied En-
gineering.
Applied Engineering Coordinator 
Isaac Slaven said the ABET accredita-
tion is what was focused on when cre-
ating the proposal because it has more 
notoriety.
“The current accrediting body does 
not have as much notoriety,” Slaven 
said. “If you want to become a profes-
sional engineer, they don’t recognize a 
program that is only ATMEA accred-
ited. It has to be ABET accredited.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 
581-2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Abbey Whittington
Earth Day: time to make a long-term change
      Editor- in-Chief  Managing Editor            News Editor    Associate News Editor    Photo Editor          Online Editor  Sports Editor               Opinions Editor
      Kalyn Hayslett            Angelica Cataldo          Cassie Buchman          Leon Mire              Justin Brown     Analicia Haynes               Sean Hastings          Shelby Niehaus 
Justin Brown
Graham Slam
DANIEL FOX | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Non-traditional 
education 
makes a long, 
rewarding year 
Deep conversation can come from simple chit-chat
Tomorrow, the editorial staff of The Daily Eastern 
News and the rest of the country will observe Earth 
Day. We will hear about elementary classes plant-
ing trees in observance, environmentalists march-
ing in support of pollution regulation and average 
concerned citizens turning their power off for a few 
hours to minimize their footprints. 
Conservation is a cause near and dear to The 
News, believe it or not. We print on the byproduct 
of cut trees, yes, but we and many other publica-
tions print on recycled paper. Additionally, we re-
use all the printing materials that we can, including 
the plates that our pages are cast onto during the 
press process. In the newsroom, we try to reuse pa-
per when possible, and we are careful to recycle edit-
ed papers and spent soda bottles.
However, we and many other people recognize 
that we could do more to save the Earth we live 
on. We recognize and are concerned by the scien-
tific consensus that climate change is a reality and a 
threat to our futures. Those futures that we planned 
so carefully, that we are so excited to meet, are in 
jeopardy, so we must dedicate ourselves to be gentle 
on the Earth when we can.
We encourage our readers to observe Earth Day 
by being conscious about the environment. Since it 
falls on a Saturday, many of us have the option to 
spend the day as we please, and the editorial staff has 
a number of suggestions for you.
If the weather permits, spend the day outdoors. 
If rain looms, take a trip to the local library and par-
take in public resources. Additionally, you might 
venture out to the Coles County March for Sci-
ence, where environmental concerns will certainly 
be a highlight.
And after your excursions, when you finish read-
ing The News, dear reader, please send our paper 
into the recycling bin so it can live another life as 
a later issue. 
Additionally, we ask that our readers do what 
they can to reduce their footprints throughout the 
year. One of the biggest things you can do to reduce 
your footprint is to buy used items, especially books 
and clothes. 
Clothes in particular are a major wasteful indus-
try that often goes overlooked in carbon footprint 
discussions; the fast fashion industry encourages us 
to buy new clothes with the coming and going of 
styles. Used clothing by and large goes to waste. The 
selection that you see in thrift stores is a small sub-
set of the clothes that are donated or sold to those 
stores, and only a small subset of those thrift store 
offerings are ever purchased. The rest, then, is waste: 
perfectly good clothing that will never be used 
again. In order to reduce your contributions to these 
wastes, we ask that readers buy clothes with the in-
tention to wear them to the end of their usefulness 
rather than the end of their stylishness.
Reducing your drive times and reducing the 
number of cars on the road is also a good way to re-
duce your footprint. Offer to carpool with friends 
and family, and spend more time walking to nearby 
places when you can. In the same line, wasted idle 
electricity can be a major contributor to your foot-
print, especially if you use older electronics. If pos-
sible, unplug electronics when you are done using 
them, or set them to use the lowest amount of ener-
gy possible when not in use.
Finally, we would be remiss without mentioning 
everyone’s favorite environmental topic of late: bees. 
Supporting bee populations is essential to support-
ing the Earth’s health, but it is important to note 
that all bee species are at risk and worth protecting, 
not just friendly-looking honeybees. A good way to 
support local bee populations is to plant and care 
for native wildflowers. Readers should contact a lo-
cal nature preserve or conservation group to find 
out what wildflowers are best for the local ecosys-
tem, but The News recommends the state flower, the 
common blue violet, in particular. 
Supporting environmental causes is a very noble 
thing, and we commend our generation for being so 
concerned with the fate of our Earth. We look for-
ward to the conversations and the progress we see 
tomorrow on Earth Day.
Recently during a late night in the news-
room with Cassie Buchman, we stumbled 
upon a meme from Tumblr that was scrutiniz-
ing small talk. 
“I hate small talk. I wanna talk about at-
oms, death, aliens, sex, intellect, the meaning 
of life, faraway galaxies, music that makes you 
feel different, memories, the lies you’ve told, 
your flaws, your favorite scents, your child-
hood, what keeps you up at night, your insecu-
rities and fears,” the meme says, “I like people 
with depth, who speak emotion from a twisted 
mind. I don’t want to know what’s up.” 
I cannot say I am surprised by such melo-
drama from a Tumblr post. As I read the text 
I felt like I should have been wearing a leather 
jacket and taking occasional drags from a men-
thol cigarette. 
Do not get me wrong, the topics (aside from 
favorite scents) are ones I would like having 
but not as a conversation starter. 
Just because you do not immediately tell 
someone about your stance on aliens, the 
meaning of life or your favorite sex position 
does not mean you cannot be a person with 
“depth,” because “what’s up” can lead to these 
types of conversations anyway. 
In fact, I think initiating a conversation with 
the lies you have told would probably not help 
anyone look forward to having a round two of 
talking to you. 
Buchman and I laughed uncontrollably 
about the angst-filled meme as we asked our-
selves how our conversations with sources 
would go if we introduced ourselves with, “hi, 
my name is so-and-so. What keeps you up at 
night?”
Personally, I would much rather have a 
deeper conversation with someone who I know 
and trust because some of these topics are 
not something worth disclosing to a familiar 
stranger. 
I understand that small talk can be bland, 
especially if that is the only type of conversa-
tion you are having with someone, but eventu-
ally you can step up from “hey, what’s up?” to 
“hey, do you think UFO sightings are just con-
spiracy theories?”
Some people might not be the best at hold-
ing a conversation, but touching base with the 
simple, little things is still just as important as 
deciphering the meaning of life. 
Even simply talking about the weather can 
lead to a conversation about memories or 
death if you really want to talk about it.
I think we all want to have these kinds of 
conversations but it is important to remember 
the little things like wondering how someone’s 
day is going, which can lead into the more 
meaningful exchanging of words. 
Abbey Whittington is a sophomore journal-
ism major. She can be reached at 581-2812 or 
anwhittington@eiu.edu. 
I think it is safe to say I survived a year as a 
non-traditional student at a university. Prior to 
Eastern I did attend a community college and 
there are many more non-traditional students 
there. It almost made being non-traditional a 
non-issue. To some, it is obvious I am a few years 
older than most; to others it comes as a complete 
surprise when I reveal my age. 
Regardless, I completed the year as not only 
a student, but also a very active student. During 
the fall semester, I helped copy edit and design 
the sports pages of The Daily Eastern News and 
transitioned into the photo editor role for this se-
mester. 
I worried most about whether I would be able 
to handle being involved. I sometimes feel inject-
ing my opinion into conversations is me being 
too much of a dad. Yes, I have kids of my own. 
Additionally, another tough task was putting my 
past experiences aside to allow the younger stu-
dents the opportunity to figure things out on 
their own so they can work in their own way. 
And, I will admit, some of not injecting my 
own personal lessons stemmed from accepting 
that some students today are pretty content that 
being wrong is right if they feel strongly enough 
about it. Which was another challenge, I grew 
up in a time when you looked up to people and 
learned from asking questions. It baffles me how 
many people are afraid to ask questions today.
Besides being super involved on campus and 
in the surrounding communities taking pho-
tos, I also made the two-plus-hour drive home 
almost every weekend to be with my wife and 
kids. Catching up on the week made the week-
ends zoom by so quickly that finding the time to 
complete school work while home was a task of 
its own. 
But, no matter how overwhelming life seems, I 
am so fortunate to have the chance to better my-
self. To know that my kids will have both parents 
with bachelors’ degrees is a pretty big deal and 
know it will set them up to be highly successful. 
Besides providing for my kids, the experience 
I can get through my involvement with The News 
will also prove very valuable when I start to send 
my resumes out. With so many opportunities to 
gain experience here at Eastern I can almost en-
sure all of you that look forward to my photos, or 
this weekly column, will have to look elsewhere 
for my work next year.
As much as I enjoyed being able to be around 
campus taking photos, next year I will be behind 
the scenes focusing more on my classwork and 
adding some additional skills to my own resume. 
I would like to add some videography and addi-
tional design work to my portfolio. 
Having a past career and spending some time 
as professional in the journalism field, I am aware 
of the requirements needed to be a competitive 
applicant upon completion of my degree. So my 
first goal is always to gain that valuable experi-
ence.
But, until then, I’ll be doing my best to do a 
little catching up in my classes and preparing my-
self for the dreaded finals week approaching fast-
er than we would like. So, until next time, keep 
your noses to the grind and best of luck now, 
next week and in the future. 
Justin Brown is a junior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
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The Eastern Illinois University Wind Symphony, pictured here, will perform the music of Leonard Bernstein at 7:30 
p.m. on Saturday April 22 during The Bernstein Bash concert, which will also feature a silent auction to support 
the music scholarship fund.
What is happening this weekend?
Saturday Sunday Friday 
Graphic Design Show 
12-6 p.m.  
1910 Doudna Gallery 
Friday
Graham Slam 
4-5 p.m. 
Tarble Arts Center  
Holi 
12-2 p.m. 
Booth Library Quad
Walk a Mile in Her Shoes
1-4 p.m.
Morton Park 
Poetry contest to honor 
students, late professor
Wind Symphony to perform 
Bernstein Bash Saturday night 
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Nine select students will compete 
for money in the fifth annual Gra-
ham Slam! poetry match 4 p.m. Fri-
day in the Tarble Arts Center atri-
um.
Dana Ringuette, the English de-
partment chair, said all nine stu-
dents will win cash prizes depending 
on how they place, with the winner 
taking home $3,360 and the ninth-
place poet receiving $13.13.
“The prizes are based on an an-
cient formula,” Ringuette said. 
The formula involves cutting each 
amount by half, with the second-
place prize being $1,680 and the 
eighth-place prize being $26.25.
Four faculty members of the Eng-
lish department selected nine final-
ists from a series of submissions. 
Ringuette said different poetry 
slams have different rules.
“They come in all  varieties,” 
he said.
In the Graham Slam!, each partic-
ipant will read one of their own po-
ems, and the four-person panel of 
judges will score them on their work.
“It’s poetry in performance,” 
Ringuette said. “It really is a lot 
of fun.”
The reception will also include 
“finger food, punch and beverages,” 
Ringuette said.
The submissions are not limit-
ed to students from the English de-
partment and include poets study-
ing economics and mathematics, 
Ringuette said. Six of the nine fi-
nalists are English students, while 
the other three come from the 
psychology and communication 
studies departments.
Ringuette said the slam “doesn’t 
take long.” It will be followed by a 
reception, featuring a reading by 
guest poet Chris Desjardins.
R i n g u e t t e  s a i d  D e s j a r -
dins, founder of the Los Ange-
les-based punk rock band The 
Fle sh  Eater s ,  was  a  major  in-
f luence on Graham Lewis ,  the 
competition’s namesake.
Lewis was a poet and English pro-
fessor who taught at Eastern from 
1993 until he died in his sleep in 
2008.
Ringuette said the 46-year-old 
seemed healthy the last time he saw 
him.
Ringuette said he does not know 
what caused Lewis’ death.
“He was at home, and he passed 
peacefully,” Ringuette said. “He was 
still very much a young man. It was 
so sudden.”
Lewis earned his bachelor’s de-
gree in English at Eastern in 1985. 
He served as the “high minister of 
propaganda” – campaign manager – 
for Joe Butler as Butler ran for “top 
dude” – student body president – in 
1984. Butler, a “Silly Party” politi-
cian, spent $7 on his campaign and 
won.
Fo l l ow i n g  Bu t l e r ’s  v i c t o r y 
and inauguration as “top dude,” 
Lewis  went from “high minis-
ter of propaganda” to “Minister 
of Truth.”
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 
581-2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
By Loren Dickson
Entertainment Reporter | @DEN_News
Eastern’s Wind Symphony Band will 
celebrate the music of Leonard Bern-
stein at 7:30 p.m. Saturday in the Dvorak 
Concert Hall of Doudna Fine Arts Cen-
ter. 
Leonard Bernstein was a world-re-
nowned conductor, composer and pia-
nist. Eastern’s Wind Symphony will be 
performing many of Berstein’s works, 
many of them from his famous musical 
“West Side Story.”
Eastern’s Wind Symphony band has 
been practicing and preparing for the Ber-
nstein Bash concert for months. This will 
be the bands last performance of the se-
mester, and for many, their last concert 
performing at Eastern. 
Robert Brickner, senior music major 
and percussion player, said that although 
they have had small concerts over the past 
few months, they have been practicing for 
the Bernstein Bash in-between shows for 
a while.
“Practicing for this concert has been 
a lot of fun,” Brickner said. “Everyone is 
running around playing a bunch of differ-
ent instruments.”
Brickner said that the percussionists, 
including himself, play at least five differ-
ent instruments each during the span of 
the concert.
Along with the Wind Symphony 
band, Eastern’s Theater/Opera ensemble 
and Jazz Combo Band will be perform-
ing.
Together, EIU Bands will hold a si-
lent auction from 6 to 7:20 p.m. before 
the concert and 20 minutes following the 
concert.
The auction will include art pieces, pi-
ano tuning services, babysitting and dog-
walking services, a brass quintet available 
for holiday parties and weddings, and an 
opportunity to join the Wind Sympho-
ny on stage in a future concert. All of the 
money raised from ticket sales and the si-
lent auction will go toward the Earl Boyd 
Friends of the Band Scholarship, a schol-
arship available to Eastern Music students. 
Many local businesses and music students 
have also donated goods and services to 
raise money for the scholarship. 
Senior music major Maja Dinger, who 
plays the oboe and English horn, said she 
was excited for the concert.
“We are truly lucky as music majors 
because we constantly get to celebrate 
what we do,” Dinger said.
For both Dinger and Brickner, the 
Bernstein Bash concert will be their last 
time performing at Eastern.
“This Saturday night will be a celebra-
tion of music, and since it’s my last Wind 
Symphony concert here at EIU, for me it 
will be a celebration of my four fantastic 
years here,” Dinger said.
Dinger said she has enjoyed the 
amount of focus that goes into each re-
hearsal and appreciates feeling the ensem-
ble grow closer throughout each semester.
For Brickner, he said it will just be 
great to have one last concert with all of 
his friends. 
“It’s so much fun to play with them all 
of the time, it’s going to be really hard to 
say goodbye when I graduate in May,” he 
said.
Tickets for the Bernstein Bash are $5 
for Eastern students, $13 for general au-
dience members, and $11 for seniors 
over 62. Tickets can be purchased on-
line through Doudna’s website or at the 
Doudna Fine Arts Center Box Office.
Loren Dickson can be reached at 
581-2812 or ladickson@eiu.edu.
*Tickets can be purchased 
at the Doudna Fine Arts 
Center Box Office
$5 Eastern students
$13 General audience
$11 Seniors over 62
Bernstein Bash
7:30 p.m. Saturday
*Free and open 
to the public 
Graham Slam
4 p.m. Friday
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10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
Fall: (2017) Affordable-Large, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1BR Un-
furnished Apts. On the Square 
over Z’s Music. Trash and Water 
Incl-Low Utilities-All new Appli-
ances-Laundry On-Site No Pets 
Apply at 345-2616
________________________ 4/21
Nice, large 5 bedroom house for 
rent. Available August 2017. For 3 
to 5 people. $300 per person for 3 
tenants or $235 per person for 5 
tenants. Washer/dryer, central air, 
trash paid, pictures on Craigslist. 
307 Polk. Call (217) 417-7522. 
________________________ 4/25
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/28
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. 
(217) 348-8249 or visit our website 
at ppwrentals.com 
_________________________ 5/1
 Rent an apt- choose a gift! Offering 
military discount! Leases starting 
summer or fall. 1,2,3, &4 BR Apts. 
Carlyle Apartments (217) 348-7746 
Thecarlyleapartments.net
_________________________ 5/1
Storage units. 4x12  to 10x30. 
(217) 348-7746
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/28
ACROSS
 1 “Hilarious!”
 5 Flight 
alternatives
10 Tag, for 
example
14 HH
15 Centipede 
creator
16 “Lionel 
Asbo: State 
of England” 
novelist, 2012
17 Some 
paperwork: 
Abbr.
18 Well-built
20 Ran
21 Foolish
22 Curriculum ___
23 Sub rosa
25 Bourbon drinks
26 Off
27 Arise
28 Amount before 
bonuses
32 Slips
34 Hill dweller
35 Foolish
36 Dedicated to
37 Fort ___ 
(Civil War 
landmark near 
Savannah)
40 Gravy go-withs
41 City on 
Amtrak’s 
Boston-to-
Chicago line
42 Osprey, for one
44 Once-common 
building 
material
48 Sequel
50 “Homeland” 
airer, for short
51 Foolish
53 Jacob’s father-
in-law
54 Thomas who 
headed 
the 9/11 
Commission
56 Bach’s “Musical 
Offering” 
includes one
58 Simple
59 Supermarket 
chain until 
2015
60 ___ Rock, N.J.
61 Displays near 
gates, briefly
62 Stack of papers
63 “Who ___?”
DOWN
 1 When its 
second syllable 
is drawn out, 
“Are you out of 
your mind?!”
 2 Skipping 
record?
 3 Command for 
turning sharply 
right
 4 Biblical mount
 5 “Groundhog 
Day” director
 6 Whatsoever
 7 How one might 
fall in love
 8 Hunted
 9 Be idle
10 Region 
bordering 
Lebanon
11 Recreational 
soccer, to Brits
12 Embezzles, e.g.
13 ___ Park
19 Sex-ed subject
21 Foolish
24 “___ thee to 
hell for shame”: 
“Richard III”
25 Beatitude
27 Jon of “Two and 
a Half Men”
28 Comic book 
sound effect
29 Question in 
response to an 
insult, maybe
30 Some wax
31 Phone inits.
33 Top class: Abbr.
38 Be idle
39 Grammy 
category
40 Off
43 ___ Alto
44 “Shoot!”
45 Byes
46 The “O” in 
television’s 
OWN
47 Title locale
49 Foolish … or, 
when read as 
three words, 
how this 
puzzle’s other 
four “foolish” 
answers are 
arranged
52 Robe-wearing 
trainer of 
cinema
55 Dr. Mario 
console
57 Abbr. in a 
beach bag
PUZZLE BY JACOB STULBERG
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
Crosswords for young solvers: nytimes.com/studentcrosswords.
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25
26 27
28 29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36
37 38 39 40
41 42 43
44 45 46 47 48 49
50 51 52 53
54 55 56 57
58 59 60
61 62 63
H O O K A H S T A T I C K Y
T H R I C E P I N E C O N E
M I S S M E R E S T A R E A
L O O S E L E A N D E R
E S S A Y I S T S
D J E D S E T H R O G E N
A C L U S T R I A E L E E
D O L P H I F E T U N A
A L E E L I C I T H E I R
S E N S A T I O N E Y E S
C R Y I N G O U T
A S S O T E D P R E S S
F O O T R A C E E L U D E S
A L L I N F U N T I T I A N
R E D A C T E D O T H E R S
The New York Times Syndication Sales Corporation
620 Eighth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10018
For Information Call: 1-800-972-3550
For Release Friday, April 21, 2017
Edited by Will Shortz No. 0317Crossword
Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!
Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
Place an ad with the DEN
217-581-2816
You get a cookie, and you get a cookie
ANALICIA HAYNES | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Slight showers did not stop Eastern President David Glassman from passing out cookies and showing his appreciation Thursday at the faculty and staff picnic behind Old Main in the 
North Quad.
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Pitcher Michael McCormick goes through his windup during a game. Mc-
Cormick is 1-4 on the season with a 5.32 ERA and .325 opponent batting 
By Alex Hartman
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
Last week the majority of the 
athletes of Eastern track and field 
competed at Western Illinois and 
some compet i tors  went  to  the 
west coast to the Mt. Sac relays in 
California.  Now the team is back 
together this week and set to head 
to the University of Illinois for the 
Illinois Twilight Meet this Saturday 
evening.
The last  t ime Eastern was at 
the  Univer s i ty  o f  I l l ino i s  was 
dur ing  the  indoor  s e a son  fo r 
the Illini Classic, where Eastern 
took fifth in the winter. Eastern 
competes against Illinois, Easter 
Illinois, Ball State, Bradley, Butler, 
Dayton,  DePaul ,  For t  Wayne, 
Illinois State, IUPU, Marquette, 
Southern Illinois-Edwardsville and 
University of Illinois-Chicago. 
Eastern showed its track abilities 
by having a handful of athletes 
compete at  the Mt. Sac relays. 
School records were broken far 
away from home; senior distance 
runner Ruth Garippo set a new 
record in the 10,000 meter run 
with a time of 35:20.52, which 
shattered the school record by 40 
seconds, and earned her 40th at 
the relays. Senior Rachel Garippo 
moved into  the  school  record 
books when she ran a 10:42.14 
time in the women’s steeplechase, 
which put her second place in the 
event in school history and 14th in 
the event.
For the rest of Eastern Track and 
field they competed at Western 
Ill inois University, where there 
were 11 f irst  place f inishers at 
the meet. Eastern’s dominance in 
the field events starting with the 
throwers.  Senior thrower Riley 
Kittridge had a pair of first place 
throws. In shotput, his throw of 
54’4.25” was first and No. 10 all 
time on the Panther record list and 
in discus his mark of 161’1” was 
first as well. 
Junior sprinter Darneisha Spann 
also earned a f irst  place f inish 
with her 100-meter hurdle time of 
13.98, fifth in EIU history.  
The Illinois Twilight begins with 
the field events at 3 p.m. while 
track events start at 4 p.m.
Alex Hartman can be reached at 
581-2812 or at 
aihartman@eiu.edu.
Track, field heading to University of Illinois
Eastern home for the weekend
By Tyler McCluskey
 Assistant Sports Editor| @McCLuskeySports
The Eastern baseball  team is 
riding a three-game win streak and 
will be home this weekend against 
Ohio Valley Conference opponent 
Eastern Kentucky.
The Colonels (21-16, 7-8) have 
won six of their  last  10 with a 
sweep against OVC foe Tennessee 
-Martin and a series win against 
Austin Peay. Eastern Kentucky is 
t ied with Jacksonvil le State for 
fifth place in the OVC.
The Colonels will send Casey 
Collins for game one. Collins has 
the lowest ERA on the team with 
a 4.15. Collins has two wins on 
the season and has 31 strikeouts in 
seven games. For game two, Eric 
Nerl will be on the mound. Nerl 
is 0-2 on the year in five games. 
He has given up 22 hits in 11 in-
nings and has  an ERA of  9.82 
with only eight strikeouts. Game 
three Eastern Kentucky is sending 
Jack Piekos against the Panthers. 
Piekos is 3-4 on the year with an 
ERA of 5.68. Against Piekos bat-
ters are hitting .230 which is the 
four th  lowes t  ba t t ing  ave rage 
against in the OVC.
On the offensive side of things, 
Ben Fisher has 18 home runs and 
50 runs scored which is tied for 
first in the NCAA. Fisher has 59 
hits which is tied for first in the 
OVC and is ranks second in RBIs 
and slugging percentage with 52 
and .832 respectively.
Junior Dougie Parks had four 
home runs in his last two games. 
Parks has nine home runs on the 
season right which is behind ju-
nior Matt Albert’s 12 on the year. 
Ju n i o r  M i c h a e l  S t a r c e v i c h 
earned his fourth save on the sea-
son  aga in s t  L indenwood-Be l -
leville. Starcevich needs two more 
to be in the top-10 on the all-time 
list at Eastern.
Junior Devin Rose won his first 
game going five innings with five 
strike outs and gave up two runs 
on five hits.
The Panthers  (10-27,  4-11) 
send to the mound redshirt ju-
nior Jake Haberer for game one. 
This is going to be Haberer’s 11th 
appearance. In the 10 games he’s 
played in, he’s went 31 and two-
thirds innings and has given up 23 
runs on 40 hits. He has a record of 
0-3 and has an ERA 5.68 with 34 
strike outs. Haberer had a decent 
outing against Belmont last week. 
He went five and a third innings 
giving up nine hits and five runs, 
three of which were earned. He 
gave up three walks and had four 
strike outs.
For  game two,  the  Panthers 
are sending redshirt senior Bren-
don Allen. This is going to be his 
e ighth star t  on the season and 
his 13th appearance. Allen’s line 
is 0-6 with a 10.16 ERA and has 
33 strikeouts on the season. Last 
week, Allen went 3.1 innings and 
also gave up nine hits  and five 
earned runs with only two strike 
outs.
Game one of the three-game se-
ries starts Friday at Coaches Sta-
dium at 4 p.m. Games two and 
three are at 1 p.m. on Saturday 
and Sunday.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached at 
trmccluskey@eiu.edu or at 
trmccluskey@eiu.edu
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Sports Editor| @DEN_Sports
The Eastern softball team will 
have its toughest test this weekend 
on the road with a pair of double-
headers. 
The toughest one will be against 
Ohio Valley Conference leading 
Jacksonville State. The Gamecocks 
have lost just one game this sea-
son. Eastern will also play Tennes-
see Tech, which is 7-5 on the sea-
son. 
The Panthers are 9-3 in OVC 
matchups  thi s  season.  Eastern 
split last weekend’s doubleheader 
with Tennessee-Martin in a pair of 
matching 3-1 finals. 
Eastern beat Fort Wayne in a 
non-conference matchup on Tues-
day 1-0 at Williams Field. 
The key for the Panthers this 
season has been playing consis-
tent  and mistake-free  softbal l . 
And even when the slightest mis-
takes arise, it hurts Eastern. Last 
weekend, Tennessee-Martin got its 
first hit in the fifth inning against 
Michelle Rogers, and it resulted in 
two runs because of two errors on 
the same play. 
Eastern also lost out on a run 
because of a base running mistake 
that happened right before a home 
run. The Panthers were essential-
ly mistake free in the first game, 
which they won. 
And wi th  11-1  Jacksonv i l l e 
State ahead of them, each mistake 
can be costly. These four games 
will shape the OVC standings for 
the latter half of the season. 
Junior Taylor Monahan is on 
an 11-game hit streak after reach-
ing safely once in the Fort Wayne 
game and she leads the Panthers 
with a .372 batting average. 
The runs did not come at an 
alarming rate against Fort Wayne, 
a team that has struggled pitching 
for most of the season, but lack of 
runs has not been a problem for 
Eastern this season. 
Howeve r,  Ea s t e rn  ha s  be en 
without freshman Mia Davis, who 
has been out with an injury. She 
did not play against Tennessee-
Martin or Fort Wayne. She was 
hitting .361 before having to sit 
out. 
Pitching-wise ,  junior Jess ica 
Wireman and Rogers have been 
cruising to wins and have each 
other’s backs to finish off games 
if they cannot finish off the game. 
The two have the most saves in 
the OVC. 
As for Wireman, she has a 2.15 
ERA with a 14-9 record in 133.1 
innings pitched. She also has 139 
strikeouts, which has her third in 
the conference behind Chelsea 
McManaway from Morehead State 
who has 209 and Haley Cham-
bers-Book of Southern Illinois Ed-
wardsville who has 214. 
This will be a tough four games 
for Eastern on the road this week-
end, with OVC rankings on the 
line, but after this the Panthers 
will  be home for seven straight 
games at Williams Field. 
Four of the seven games wil l 
be against OVC opponents. East-
ern has doubleheader against IU-
PUI and one game against Indi-
ana State. 
The Panthers will host Murray 
State and Austin Peay in a pair of 
doubleheaders April 29 and 30. 
Aust in Peay has  struggled at 
2-10,  and Murray State i s  just 
above .500 at 6-5. 
But before jumping to the home 
stand, four important games lie 
ahead of the Eastern softball team. 
Eastern plays Tennessee Tech 
Saturday and Jacksonville State 
Sunday.
Sean Hastings can be reached at 
581-2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
Two top -5 matchups for Panthers
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Junior Kylie Pelker lays down a bunt in a game against Tennessee-Martin April 14. Eastern split the two game series with the Skyhawks. Pelker was 1-3 in the series. 
By Parker Valentine
Women’s Tennis Writer | @DEN_Sports
The Panthers  s tar t  the Ohio 
Val ley Conference tournament 
for a record sixth time in a row in 
Nashville on Friday.
This s ix straight tournament 
berths are the longest streak in 
Panther history. Before this sea-
son the longest  streak was f ive 
straight, from 2001-2005.
The Panthers are 16-19 all time 
in OVC tournament play. After 
winning their first-round match 
last year, they were defeated by 
UT-Martin in the semi-finals 4-3.
Eastern earned the No. 4 seed 
during the regular season. They 
finished the season with an identi-
cal conference record as Southeast 
Missouri at 5-4. 
The Panthers’  earned the t ie 
break  aga ins t  the  Redhawks  a 
week ago when they defeated the 
them 4-3.
In that  match,  the  Panthers 
came back to win after dropping 
the doubles point. 
“(SEMO’s) line up and playing 
style is fresh in our minds from 
playing last weekend so that will 
be good because we know what we 
need to do based on our match-
es last week,” coach Emily Wang 
said. “We will look to come out 
strong and get a good start in dou-
bles to get the doubles point.” 
The doubles point is very im-
portant. To advance in the tourna-
ment bracket, whichever team gets 
to four points first advances and 
play is stopped. 
With competition opening with 
the doubles point, teams play with 
an immediate sense of urgency. 
Typ i ca l l y,  dur ing  the  regu -
lar season, players have unlimit-
ed time to complete their match-
es. In tournament play, it’s a race 
to the finish. 
“(Players) try to keep the points 
going as long as possible so you 
can come back or others on the 
team win their matches before you 
finish,” said Wang.  
Wang will not be the only Pan-
ther  coach at  the tournament. 
Men’s tennis coach Sam Kercheval 
will travel to Nashville with the 
Panthers. He will be an assistant 
coach and help the team in any 
way he can. 
“It will be extremely helpful to 
me and the team to have an addi-
tional coach out there. I am very 
thankful that he is taking the time 
to travel  this  weekend to help 
coach the team.”
These  matche s  w i l l  be  spe -
cial for the Panthers senior class. 
These will be the last matches the 
seniors play for the Panthers and 
is their fourth tournament. 
“The conference tournament is 
even more competitive than the 
spring season, as it  wil l  be our 
second time facing some of the 
teams. The atmosphere is  l ive-
ly and fun, as we are all fighting 
to win the OVC Championship,” 
Iden said.
“The tournament is a lot of fun. 
You can see all the best teams in 
the conference al l  in one place 
competing.  There’s  a  di f ferent 
amount of pressure when it’s all or 
nothing,” senior Kamile Stadaln-
inkaite said.
The teams that round out the 
b r a c k e t  a r e  No. 1  u n d e f e a t e d 
Southern Il l inois-Edwardsvil le, 
No. 2 UT-Martin, No. 3 Eastern 
Kentucky and No. 6 Murray State.
Although the weekend will have 
a very intense environment, coach 
Wang has tried to keep things fun 
in the practices leading up to the 
tourney.
“Our preparation has not been 
much different than usual. I did 
try to incorporate some fun things 
this week to keep the players re-
laxed. We did an Easter basket 
hunt on Monday and played some 
fun games on Tuesday for Grace’s 
birthday,” Wang said. “Everyone 
had a great week of practice and 
I am confident that we are ready 
for the tournament this weekend.”
Match play begins against the 
Redhawks at  10 a .m.Fr iday in 
Nashville.
Parker Valentine can be reached at 
581-2812 or pivalentine@eiu.edu.
Women’s tennis team gears for OVC
